
 

Welcome to Ms. Ande’s web page. I hope you find the information informative and useful. I have been 

in the education field for the past nineteen years in different capacities. All of those life experiences 

have shaped who I am as a teacher today. I was raised on Bainbridge Island, attending Wilkes 

Elementary School, Commodore Middle School, and Bainbridge High School. Upon graduating I attended 

Western Washington University where I received my Bachelor of Arts in Art Education with a focus area 

in Sculptural Ceramics. I later went on to receive my professional certification from Pacific Lutheran 

University. 

 I worked in the Bellingham and Ferndale School districts before moving to a remote village in Alaska 

where I took a position as the Education and Training Director for the Kuskokwim Native Association. 

There I worked with twelve tribal councils, city councils, and the school district to provide a wide range 

of educational programs to the youth, and adults in the region. I served on a variety of community 

development committees ranging from workforce development, to youth training programs, summer 

school, art and cultural programs, and college preparation classes. It was a unique and life changing 

experience to live off the road system in a remote village for five years. Upon returning to Washington 

State I took a similar position working with the Suquamish Tribe’s education department. While at 

Suquamish I implemented the Early College program, worked with youth in summer school, partnered 

with NKSD, and supported Tribal members with their educational endeavors.  

After working in Tribal Education for seven years I was excited to get back into public education and 

teach art. I have been in the Bainbridge Island school district for the past twelve years and have taught a 

variety of art media, and grade levels I was a part of the Visual Arts Curriculum Adoption committee, and 

have worked at Wilkes Elementary School, and Bainbridge High School. I live on the island where we 

have a farm raising sheep, chickens, pigs, and all kinds of gardening. Our family leads a busy, active life, 

and is thrilled to be a part of a great community. I am an avid downhill skier, love to be outdoors, enjoy 

traveling with my family, and am always looking for a good adventure. 

 I have a strong belief in living a healthy well-rounded and fulfilling life, and encourage my students to 

do the same. My hope for each student is that they develop the skills they need to be successful in the 

art studio, find joy and satisfaction in their work, and appreciate the visual arts. Regardless of the path 

each student chooses post high school my wish would be that all of my students can appreciate and 

admire the visual arts, and incorporate creative thinking, and visual literacy into their daily lives. The art 

studio provides a creative and unique environment that enriches the daily lives of each student who 

enters.   


